English Ambassadors to Jahangir

which probably reached a high, figure, the
governor of a province of the Mogul Empire
drew a fixed salary of four times the amount
which the British Viceroy of to-day enjoys.*
This conversation is one of the most valuable
portions^ of Roe's narrative, and we can only
wish that he had given us more such items of
information. A few more such remarks would
have made him the Bernier of Jahangir's reign.

At last, after three years5 hard work and
vexatious delays, Roe obtained what he desired,
or rather the best that he could hope for.
" After almost three years' experience of the
pride and falsehood of these people, that
attended only advantage, and were governed by
private interest and appetite, I was forced to
relinquish many points." So Roe explains his
comparative failure. Inasmuch as he did not
effect a treaty between King James and Jahan-
gir, he must be confessed to have missed the
main object of his mission. Nevertheless, when
Roe left India early in 1619, the position of the
English trade was on a far more satisfactory
footing than before, that of respect for the
English name. Of things tangible he had ob-
tained nothing beyond a firman from the
" Great Mogul" to the Governor of Surat.
The firman might be cancelled at a moment's
notice; while the governor could, and subse-
quently did, flout it. But it was not In firmans

* Medieval India under Mohammedan Rule, p. 315.